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Peaks Island Land Preserve (PILP) News
PILP held its annual spaghetti dinner on May 5 and served a whopping 170 dinners. Many thanks
to all volunteers who worked to inake it a success and, particularly, to Bracket Memorial Church,
Hannigan's, Wild Oats, Micucci's, and Standard Bakery, who generously donated goods or services:
th
Mark your calendars to attend the 10 Annual PILP Meeting on July 29, 6 - 8 pm, at the 5 th
Maine Regiment, with entertainment by Sean Menscher. PILP is working up a chronology of its
activities and Board Members over the past ten years, so please, past PILP Board Members, call Steve
Schuit (2602) and let him know when you served on the Board.
PILP is working hard to remove invasive species (non-native plants) and needs volunteers.
Invasive species can.be very harmful to the environment because they often thrive so well that they crowd
out native species, yet don't provide the benefits to native wildlife that native plants ~o. The next
workday for removing invasive species is scheduled for Saturday, June 11, 8:30- 12:30, rain or shine.
Meet at the Community Center. Work will be done at the Davies Sanctuary and Echo Pond, and perhaps
other locations. Wear boots and gloves. If possible, bring handclippers, loppers, heavy rakes, leaf rakes,
bow-saws, or shovels. Another workday is planned for Saturday, J_uly _14. More information about that
meeting in the next issue. Questions about volunteer work for PILP? Call Steve Schuit at 2602.
Lynne Richard will give a lecture as part of the Community Lecture Series on invasive species on
the island, Thursday, July 14, 7:00 pm at the Community Center.

PEAKS ISLAND LIONS CLUB N·E WS
Another season of Lions Club events is underway. These functions,
usually lobster bakes and grounds rentals, provide funding for .college
scholarships and support o:f a wide range of island needs. Any resident of
Peaks Island, summer or year-round, is welcome to apply for membership.
For more information, call Fred Goguen at 766-57 42 or drop in on a· bake and
lend a hand. Greenwood Garden will also be the setting for the Third_Annual
Common Hound _Fair, Sunday, June 26, as part of PeaksFest 2005.
Attention Lions--there will be bakes on the following dates this month:
· June 4, 17, 18, and 22. For times, call Dan Doane at 76_6 -5014.
Welcome to n ew members Mario Proia and Howard Pedlikinl

NOTICE TO ALL HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES
The Ladies Auxiliary Unit, Randall Mc Vane Post #142, Peaks Island, has established a Past President's Scholarship
Fund. This scholarship is available to high school graduates furthering their education; such as college, vocational or
trades school, career courses or other programs. Students may apply annually for assistance in continuing their
studies.
First consideration will be given to Junior Auxiliary members of the unit, children of active members of the Auxiliary,
American Legion, Sons of the American Legion, or any Peaks Island full-time resident who is a high school graduate.
Students interested must let their intentions be known by letter to the Ladies Auxiliary by June 30, 2005, addressed as
follows:
Marcia Willwerth
Scholarship Chairman
102 New Island Avenue
Peaks Island, ME 04108
·Moneys will be disbursed after completion of the first semester.

PEAKS PATROL -

John Clement

Since last month's article, I have received several comments from concerned
residents about children who routinely ride in vehicles without any safety restraints. The
officers who work on Peaks Island are aware of the dangers presented by parents and
guardians who continue to ignore basic safety habits while operating a motor vehicle.
The fine for not securing children is $65.00.
During the month of June and the first week of July we are dispatched to calls
involving fireworks. Fireworks are illegal in this state as many of the violators know and
consequently summ(?nses are issued every year for possession of fireworks.
Just a reminder to drivers who park in the parking lot. Do not leave your keys in
the vehicles. I know you have those clever hiding places such as: under the visor, in the
ashtray, under the car seats, or in the glove compartment. If you continue to use those
hiding places, the person who wishes to take your car for a joy ride would appreciate you
just leaving the key in the ignition; it will save him a minute before taking your vehicle.
This past month the officers of Peak Patrol have worked day shifts uptown in
cruisers and received additional computer training. A mainland officer who wishes to
work on the island in the future was given an opportunity to train on the island equipment
during the island officers uptown training sessions.

STAR OF THE SEA STUDIO'S
On Wednesday June 1st at 6:45pm, is Our Show "The Ledgen of Tumbleweed County" at the Riverton School,
1600 Forest Ave, Portland. Also on Sunday June 5th at 3:15pm at the Greenwood Gardens Playhouse, courtesy
of the Peaks Island Lions Club, we appreciate their support.
In May we entertained at the Nursing Homes Cedar's and the Baron Center, we all had a great t~e. The
residents really look forward to our Dance Programs.
We are blessed that the Producer of Creative Productions, Peter Smaha, from Los Angelus, with his crew to
film and interview our program oOn the Island June 5th for his work on a possible documentary. Bill Waite, the
producer of"The Children's Miracle Network" is interested in doing a "promo" piece about our work.
We hope the community will support our program on the 5th of June at Greenwood Gardens Playhouse.
All proceeds to benefit the Maine Children's Cancer Network.
.
Our Boutique is open daily with plenty of new Knitted articles. Jewelry and Spiritual Needs.
We appreciate the Island Community's support.

'' ,. ____
-------:o:

leaksFest '2005

PeaksFest zoos is Coming!
June 24th, zsth 8 26th•••

It's another fun PeaksFest weekend to start the season.
What's in store this year? Well, just to give you an idea, we've
got the traditional kick-off community schmoozefest; pie-eating
and pie-baking contests; craft fairs; bake sales; pancake
breakfasts; BBQ lunches; strawberry shortcakes, double
chocolate brownies, & funnel cakes; dog show; open houses at
..... _,....
the library, public works, Police & Fire Depts., Children's
Workshop, TEIA, new Health Center, CERT, & the Fifth Maine; "School ofFish" silent auction; artists'
open studios wander; architecture walking tour; tennis tournament; campfire storytelling & sing-along;
charity walk & progressive yard sale; gravel pit dedication & naming; evening cabaret. .. and even morel

Our new PeaksFest website will be operational around Memorial Day weekend and we'll be
keeping it updated as we confirm more events and details.

www.peaksfest.com
This year's PeaksFest t-shirts with another great design by island artist Marty Braun will be on sale
starting a few weeks before PeaksFest for the first time, so get yours before we sell' em out again.
And you can join in the PeaksFest planning fun at an upcoming meeting: June 2 nd, I 6th & 20th at
6:30 p.m. at the Community Center. Everyone is welcome! Come meet your neighbors ...
Questions, comments, suggestions? Drop us a line at info@peaksfest.com

FIFTH MAINE REGIMENT MUSEUM
P.O. Box 41
Peaks Island, Maine 04108
(207) 766-3330

fifthmaine@juno.com

The Fifth Maine invites everyone to our Save the Flag Day activities on Sunday June 12 from 1
to 5 pm.. Learn about the Regiment's Civil War battle flag and the museum's efforts to preserve
it. Guest speakers include historian Herb Adams and Steve Bunker from the Sons of the Union
Veterans. The Ladies Auxiliary of the SUV will present a fashion show of 1860s clothing and
entertainment will be provided by Peaks Island's own Bill Hinderer and the Uncalled Four.
Refreshments will be served all afternoon. Admission is free.
Our first Breakfast of the season will be Sunday June 29 from 8-11 am. The menu will include
pancakes, Canadian bacon, eggs, fruit, juice, coffee, and more. Bring the whole family for a
delicious meal in good company.
The museum is open Saturday and Sunday, 11 am - 5 pm during the month of June.

Peaks Island Baptist Church
SUNDAY WORSHIP AT 11:00AM
Wednesday Teen Night at 6:00pm
Wednesday Prayer at 8:00pm
Phone: 766-3037
There is an air of great excitement around the Peaks Island Baptist
Church. We are pleased to announce that we have entered into a contract to
purchase the monastery where we have been worshiping. Naturally, this is a
source of great joy for all of us, and we are busy discussing the ways that
we can be of service to the community now that we have a permanent home.
Upcoming events: Old Fashioned Tent Revival, June 26-June 29, 6 PM
each evening at Greenwood Gardens. Watch bulletin boards or phone for
more information. Vacation Bible School, "Trail Blazing Through the Wild
West, July 18-July 21. More information will be in the July STAR.
We continue our mission of bringing a Sunday meal to elderly
residents on the island, so, if you know of someone who might need a visit or
a Sunday meal, please contact us.
In service,
Beau Boyle, Pastor

Peaks Island Summer Chapel Services
Holy Trinity Chapel, a seasonal Episcopal chapel, will begin its 53 rd season on July 3. Services
include Holy Communion and a homily, and are held every Sunday morning at 8:00 a.m. at the
Brackett Memorial United Methodist Church. The celebrant for July 3, 10, and 17 will be the
Reverend Deborah Fox, N. C. State University Chaplain. The Reverend Robert Hooper III, St.
James, West Hartford, CT, will be the celebrant July 24 and 31, and August 7, 14, and 21. The
Reverend Lincoln Stelk, Peaks Island, will be the celebrant August 28.
Our Annual Sale will be held Saturday, July 30, in the Community Room.
We are looking forward to our summer worship and activities. We hope you will join us.

SENIOR NEWS
On May 9th seventeen seniors attended the pot luck luncheon. Mr.
Chinda a visiting teacher from Thailand prepared a pot of soup with
chicken,rice,coconut milk plus other declicious ingredients. After lunch
Mr. Chinda and another Thai teacher with two students told us about
their country using maps and posters. They invited the seniors to join
them in a native dance, however no one dared to take up the challenge.
We learned much and had an enjoyable lunch time.
Our next pot luck luncheon will be held on Monday June 13th, 12
•
noon, at the 5th Maine Regiment Building. Please come and bring a
friend. You'll be glad that you came.

•
•

BRACKETT MEMORIAL UNITED lvfETHODIST CHURCH
9 Church St., Peaks Island, Maine . 207-766-5013 brackettmumc@yahoo.com The Rev. Casey Collins
"The white church at the top of the hill." Worship 10:00 a.m. Sunday. An island church open to all

I hope you are reading this early in the month since the annual Brackett Church Tag Sale is this
weekend, Friday, June 3 from 10:00 a.m. -3:00 p.m. and Saturday, June 4 from 9:00 a.m. to
1:00 p.m. We have donations from a move, furniture, vintage clothing andjewelry, books for
summer reading - well, just come and see for yourselfl The popular dollar a bag sale is
scheduled for Saturday from 12 noon -1 :00 p.m. _If you'd like to donate please do so soon!
There are still a few tables left to rent for the PEAKS FEST CRAFT sale on Friday, June 24 and
Saturday, June 25. You can rent one day for $15.00 or two days for $25.00. Call 766-5013 if
you'dlike the space. And the sllllllD.er-fair is scheduled for July 23. More on that one next
month! Open mike night is June 10 7 p.m. ·

at

The Spiritual Group (non-denominational) meets on Sunday, June 12 and again on June 26 at 7
p.m. Worship is on Sundays at 10:00 a.m. We'd
love .you to come to either ofthese events.
.

St. Christovher's Catholic Church
;.

15 Central Avenue

Father Fred Morse, Pastor

766-2585

.

Sundav Masses
June 5 & 12 at 10 AM. June 19 & 26 at 8:15 and 10 AM Summer Schedule
Followed by fellowship in the Parish House. Please join with us!
Star ofthe Sea Studios Show at the Lions Club at 3 PM on Sunday Tune 11'.
We're happy to support parishioner Doreen McCann and her troupe!
Peak sFest at 2 PM on Saturdav Tune 2~
Join the fun under the tent for the Fourth Annual Pie Baking and Eating Contests!
Annual Parish Fair
Mark your calendars for the Fair on Saturday, July 2nd
Sacraments
Rite of Reconciliation: Call/ ask Father Fred after Mass.
For Baptism, please call the office to make arrangements.
For Marriage, please call at least six months in advance.

.

-~

###

Saturday Night Movies in June

.

All movies are free and showri in the Community Room. Children should be accompanied by an adult.
June
6 PM
June
8 PM
Robin Hood (1973) G-83 min
4
The Big Chill (1983) R-105 min
4
11

Homecoming (1996) PG-105 min

11

Milagro Beanfield War (1988) R-11 8 min

18

SpongeBob SquarePants Movie(2005)
PG-87 min.
Summer Magic (1963)0 116 min

18

The Dresser (1983) PG-118 min

25

Like Wqter f or Chocolate (1992) R-1 23mi1

25

T.E.I.A News

Trefethen-Evergreen Improvement Association

Hard to believe Summer will be here soon! In addition to our sailing, tennis and
youth programs, T.E.I.A. offers a variety of entertainment opportunities for everyone!
Mark your calendars now - T.E.I.A. has many exciting events planned that you won't
want to miss! Her~ are just a few of the season's highlights!
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

June 27-July 1- Week-long Sailing Camp
rd
July 8 & 9-The 3 Annual Color of Peaks Art Show and Preview- Friday 6-8 pm; Saturday
10-5 pm-Talented island artists' works are displayed and offered for sale during this 2-day event.
Friends of TEIA use the proceeds from the sale of the artwork to fund educational programs and
scholarships.
July 16-Schooner Fare-7:30 pm
July 23-lsland House Tour,11-2 pm; Family Night with Michael Trautman-Performer6:30pm
July 30-Dayburn Ball, Swing Dance and Lessons- 7-1 lpm
August 6-Annual Fair and Dinner
August 13-Codfish Ball- 8 pm
August 20-Texas Barbecue and Two-step Dance-6-11 pm

!NEW THIS YEARI Free Family Movie nights- Wednesday July 20 & August 10th ; and
a Series of Adult Classes sponsored by Friends of TEIA- Sushi Making, July19;
Astronomy Night, August 8;and Texas Two-Step lessons, August 16.
For information about these offerings, or any of our programs, contact Janet Dinan 603880-6140 or 207-766-2381.
The clubhouse opens Friday, June 24 th and Sailing Camp, one of our most popular
programs for kids, begins June 27 th · Sign your child up now, these spots fill quickly! For
information contact Director of Sailing, Liz Rollins at lrollins@auburnschl.com.

Peaks Island Fund

Thanks to everyone who helped support Peaks in 2004 through the Peaks Island
Fund. And thanks to those of you who have made gifts to the fund for 2005 grants. We
are particularly grateful to Stu Dye and Kirk Goodhue for their ongoing support, and to
all those who helped establish a permanent fund to honor the memory of Dot and John
Flynn.
Island charities are encouraged to begin planning their grant applications for this
summer. A one-pag~ program propo~al is all that PIF requires along with a copy of your
annual budget and the names of your board members. Decisions on requests should be
made by the end of July and grants awarded in August. This is not intended to be a
complicated process, but we do ask that the grant be related to a specific program or
project rather than operating expenses. As always we encourage charitable organizations
to collaborate on projects.
Anyone interested in contributing to the PIF may send gifts to the Peaks Island
Fund c/o Maine Community Foundation, One Monument Square, Portland, ME 04112.
You may also pass gifts and your ideas along to committee members Nancy Flynn, Jim
Lausier, Reta Morrill, Brenda Buchanan, Perry Sutherland, Michelle Thresher, or Bill
Zimmerman.

June at the Peaks Island Branch Library
in the Community Building
766-5540
www.portlandlibrary.com
Hours Open: Tues 2-8 Wed 10-4 Fri 10-2 Sat 8-12
Thank you
Many thanks to John Whitman and the Friends of the Peaks Island Library for the handsome wooden bike rack
out front. Last year there was no place to put the many bicycles that join the strollers, blocking the Community
Building door. John very kindly built the rack and the Friends supplied the materials. Bring on the good
weather! We're ready for bicyclers at the library.
Thank you and a Reminder
Thank you to all those who have been so conscientious about using your library cards since our appeal to you
last year. Most people have been very good about this and it helps us to serve you better. A reminder to those of
you who do not bring your cards with you or who need to get a new card, you need to have your library card
when you check out items, request items or place reserves on items, and when you ask us to renew items over
the telephone.
Summer Reading Program
The library challenges readers of all ages to participate in a tournament of reading: Dragons, Dreams & Daring
Deeds. The program provides an easy structure to inspire children to read throughout the summer in a way that
can be enjoyable for them. Children will need to read 7 books during 7 weeks to complete the program. (We
will adjust for those reading longer books.) Reading to younger children works, too. The program runs June 20
to August 13 . Sign up any time, starting June 21. If adults would like to join in the fun, we will have reading
logs and punch cards for them, too.
Summer Book Discussion
For July and August, TEIA will host the adult book discussion at their clubhouse: July 5, Devil in the White City
by Erik Larson; August 2, Mountains Beyond Mountains by Tracy Kidder. The meetings begin at 7 PM and are
open to all islanders. The last discussion in the winter series, My Antonia by Willa Cather, will be on Tuesday,
June 7, at 7 PM at the library. All three books are available through the library.
Maine Student Book Award List for '05-'06
The Peaks Island Branch Library will have a complete set of the books on the Maine Student Book Award list
for '05-'06. These books are nominated by a committee of teachers and librarians, and students throughout the
state read them during the year and vote for their favorite book in the spring. Many adults enjoy these books too
as they are well written and include both nonfiction and fiction. Some parents like to read these books along
with their children. We keep them on the white bookcase by the back window. Check them out!
Story and Craft Volunteer?
For many years (more than 15, maybe 20) Pat Crowley-Rockwell has enthusiastically offered a Story and Craft
program on Tuesday nights in the summer. This year, she will be in Japan for most of the summer and we are
wondering whether there are others who would like to contribute their time and talents in this way. You could do all
or some of the nights. If you would like to explore the idea further, please contact us at the library.
Peaks Fest
A Peaks Island fireman will be the reader for a Special Story Time on Saturday, June 25, at 10 AM. After the story,
you can go next door with him for a tour of the Fire Barn and all the equipment. On that day, the Peaks Island
authors and illustrators' books will be on display at the library. There are new publications by familiar authors and
newly published authors. And if you don 't have a library card, PeaksFest is a great time to get one.
Weekly Programs for Children
Nursery Rhyme Time for infants and toddlers on Wednesdays and Fridays at 11 AM and Story Time for
preschoolers on Fridays at 10: 15 will continue through June.
Friends of the Peaks Island Library
The Friends of the Library will have a board meeting Monday, June 13, 7:30 PM, at the library. On the
agenda will be the book sale in July and a review of how the Saturday night movies are going. Anyone
interested in helping with either Friends activity is welcome to attend.

Peaks Island School
We are celebrating the last few weeks of learning for this school year with many
activities and trips. Here is a list of June happenings:
June 7th-Tuesday-6:15 pm
A music present{ltion under the direction of Sukie Rice and
drwmning with Torri Morrill.
rd
June 23 _ Thursday- 9:45am- Fifth Grade Farewell
th
June 24-25 the Peaks Fest "School of Fish" auction that supports so many
Arts programs in our school.
The community is invited to attend these wonderful events that showcase the talents of
our Peaks Island School students and our community.
Field trips during this month highlight learning in a different way. On June 14th ,
thanks to a grant from the Fifth Maine and the Island Institute, all the students from
Chebeague, Long, Cliff and Peaks will celebrate Flag Day getting acquainted and
enjoying a barbeque and special presentation by Kim Maclssac at the Fifth Maine. On
th
June 17 the whole Peaks school will travel to Boston to the New England Aq~um to
see many of the living things that we have been studying about. This trip was made
possible by grants from the Peaks Island Fund and the Lionel Plante Associates.
Finally, under the direction of Jeanne Whynot-Vickers, assistant superintendent
for elementary education, a committee is working to interview many fine candidates to
select a new principal for the school. An announcement should be forthcoming later this
month.

~~
MUSICAL NOTES
Renaissance Voices, directed by Harold Stover, will present their
spring concert, "O, to be in England!" an evening of music from the British Isles, at
the Fifth Maine, Sunday, June 5, at 6:30 p.m. The 19-voice a capella
ensemble will perform works by English composers ranging from the 16th century's
William Byrd to the Beatles' John Lennon and Paul McCartney. The group has
performed at the Fifth Maine for the past six summers. Among the singers
are Peaks Islanders George and Cevia Rosol, and former Peaks resident Stephen Wallace. Admission is $8, with a portion of the proceeds going to the
Fifth Maine Regiment Museum. For further information, call 766-0059 or
visit the group's web site at www.RenaissanceVoices.org.

***
The Peaks Island Music Association is planning an exciting summer
of musical events. Save the following dates for PIMA's Wednesday evening
concert series at the Fifth Maine: July 6, July 20, August 3, and August 17.
Also be sure to circle the weekend of July 29-31, as we have some special
musical surprises in store for Peaks Islanders.
The August 1'111 concert will be a performance by the Peaks Island
Chorale. If you are interested in joining this group, contact Faith York at 5763.
Rehearsals are Monday evenings from 7:30 t~ 9:00. All singers are welcome.

PEAKS ISLAND HEALTH CENTER
Nancy Wright, FNP, Susan Martin, FNP
87 Central Ave.
Phone 766-2929, Fax 766-5073
We're on the move at our new location, across from the Children's Workshop.

Hours through June 26 th -Monday and Thursday, 8am until the last scheduled
patient is seen. For acute illness outside office hours, call Dr. Martin's on-call
provider at 892-7055 or page Nancy at 741-1371.
Hours beginning Monday, June 27 -Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday,
8am -12:30pm. For acute illness outside of office hours, page Nancy at 741-1371.
Dental staff will see patients on Wednesday, June 15th• For an appointment, call
Yvonne at 874-1025, Ext 3017.
Dr. Dorsey, Podiatrist, will see patients on Wednesday, July 13 th • For an
appointment, call 761-3889, Ext 10.
On June 27, Nancy will assume primary responsibility for the financial operation and
management of the Health Center. This allows us to expand hours to better serve the
island not only during the suinmer, but all year. Dr. Martin will continue to see patients
on the island monthly though his office will no longer be available for after-hours calls.
We welcome you to visit us and see our new health center at any time we're open but
especially during an Open House on Saturday, June 25, from 10 am to 2 pm during
Peaks Fest.

VOLUNTEER ISLAND TRANSPORTATION
The volunteer island taxi service is available for all islanders. If you need to go
anywhere on the island, please call the volunteer for the day you need a lift. It's best to call
a day or so before, if possible. Most volunteers have answering machines so you can leave a
message if they're not in. The usual hours are Tuesday through Friday daytime hours.
Date

Wed
Thur
Fri
Tue
Wed
Thur
Fri
Tue
Wed
Thur

6/1
6/2
6/3

6/7
6/8
6/9
6/10
6/14
6/15
6/16

Driver(s)

Phone

Date

Roy Mottla
Mere Roberts
Chris Hoppin
The Carys
Howard Pedlikln
Judy Piawlock
Dick Swarts
Stephanie Castle
Marjorie Phyfe
Ron Shaw

5837
5819
2593
5548
0067
2109
2608
2254
2307
3394

Fri
Tue

6/17
6/21

Wed
Thur
Fri
Tue
Wed
Thur
Fri

6/22
6/23
6/24
6/28
6/29
6/30
7/1

Driver(s)

Phone

2514
Nancy Hall
Marty Braun and
9726
Jamie Hogan
5071
Marcie Aipel

t"1on i C4.. +tvensa1'J

4-0 I (J

Larry Blake
Carol Warner
Dan Murphy
Bill Zimmerman
Dan Murphy

2360
0022
5849
0061
5849

We can always use more drivers! If you'd be willing to volunteer, please call
Cevia Rosol at 0059 or Nancy Hall at 2514.

PINA NEWS
PEAKS ISLAND NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION ANNUAL MEETING:
Tuesday, July 19, 7:30 PM at the Community Center;
Steering Committee election to be held
The May PINA meeting focused on PROPOSALS FOR REFORM TO ADDRESS DRASTIC TAX INCRWES resulting
from the new property evaluations on Peaks this year. Our STATE SENATOR ETHAN STRIMLING and our
PORTLAND CITY COUNCILLOR WILL GORHAM discussed these issues. The City of Portland budget just
approved calls for expenditures Z. 7% above the previous budget. Under the first of two steps in applying
the new ev~luation the mil rate will be 20.13 and the total evaluation at this stage is estimated to be
about 80% of full value. (The latter number, not yet definite, is needed to calculate the tax reductions
provided by the homestead exemption and the veterans exemption.) The homestead exemption for full
valuation will be $13,000, with half the cost provided by the state and half-by the city.
Senator Strimling said that It is desirable that the tax burden be about one-third sales taxes (vs. Z4o/o
currently), one-third income taxes (now also about one-third), and one third property taxes (now about
42%). He said that excess reliance on property taxes was at the core of our current problems. He is on
the State Legislature Taxation Committee and is trying to create tax reform for the entire state. He
advocates broadening the applicability of the sales tax, now one of the narrowest In the country, with
the Increased revenue applied to property tax relief. He also ls backing L.D. Z, a proposed constitutional
amendment allowing different classes of property to be taxed at different rates. He also noted that the
maximum property tax rebate for low-income people under the circuit breaker progr_am has been raised
from S1000 to SZOOO. He would like application for the circuit breaker rebate to be on the state Income
tax form. He opposes the homestead exemption because It benefits every homeowner regardless of
income. He also criticized the BETR program, the cost of which ls about one-eighth of the city budget.
This program is designed to rebate business equipment taxes to so~e--businesses, but, in fact, It
sometimes makes payments to businesses which have not paid this tax. He advocated allowing localities
to assess some local-option taxes to reduce the property tax burden. He said that any limit on the
percentage·of income to be paid in property taxes would have to include a rebate cap.
Councillor Gorham Said that the City of Portland sends SZZO.million to the state and receives back $20
million, which presumably does not Include the value of state services benefltting Portland residents.
He criticized L.D. 1, the tax reform bill passed by the state legislature, ·and said that he and-Councillor
Peter O'Donnell tried unsuccessfully to postpone application of the revaluation. He described the tax
abatement process, which ls available to people In desperate circumstances only; state law requires that
liens normally be applied for nonpayment of taxes.
Anyone wishing to run in the Steering Committee election at the annual·meeting· In July should call
President Joe Kane at 766-5571. You must be a PINA member to run for Steering Committee membership
and to vote In the election. The Steering Committee administers PINA.and plans meetings and other PINA
activities. PINA members may also vote on resolutions determining PINA actions and positions on Issues.
The annual membership dues ·are··only $2.00.
The Steering Committee will have its bi-monthly meeting on Tuesday, June Z1 ,- at 7 P.M. at the
Community Center. Although it ls not a meeting for the general PINA membership, anyone Interested may
attend. We invite you to visit the new PINA WEBSITE, www.Pinalnfo.org, a source of Information about
past, present, and future activities of PINA and its committees as well as other Island activities.

Peaks Island Children's Workshop
766-2854

71 Herman Ave.

~ehMl ;flie
With spring trying +o get here, we have tried to make the best of the rainy weather. The school age group
participated in a "trash walk" on Earth Day and helped with cleaning our island community. April and May, we helped
to March into May with Denise and Parks and Rec. We participated in some great activities in the br ick school gym
and ended the celebration with a parade to the Community Center. With al l the rainy weather, we have been
enjoying many indoor activities like beaded necklaces and constructing Mother's Day and May Day gifts. We have
also helped to turn the "block room" into a camping theme. ··

'b~Sr.nM£
Spring is here but where is the sun? Our perennial garden has lots of plants coming up and we can' t wait to see what
blossoms. In April, we painted colorful terracotta pots and are growing marigolds in them. On Earth Day we took a walk
around the neighborhood and picked up 6 bags of trash! Please help us keep the neighborhood clean by picking up trash
when you see it. We had 3 vo lunteers visit recently. Martha D. came and showed the group how to make a "rag rug" using
recycled material. Kristen M. also came and helped the children plant pansies and snapdragons to give to moms for
Mother's day. And both preschool and school age had their first pottery class with Peg A. and created pin.ch pots and hand
print plaques. The next step will be to paint and glaze them . A big thanks goes out to our volunteer coordinator, Susan
Hanley, for coordinating all these great artists and volunteers to share their talents with our children! With the spring
arriving, we also had a chance to visit with some new arrivals- baby chicks! Susan H. invited the group to come visit with
her new chicks. The.children got to hold them and feel their soft feathers. It was very exciti ng for all! We have also been
very grateful to have the use of the Elementary School gym a few times this winter and now into the Spring ... especial ly
si nce it won't stop raining! We are looking forward to summer and warm beach days!
·
•
•
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Reminder: Community Patent/foddler playgroup- Fridays, I0: 15-11 :00am.
Community Food Pantry: Open M-F, 7am-6pm, stop in or call if you are in need. We are also look ing for
donations to replenish the food pantry. If you have any non-perishable items that you would like to donate, please
drop them off at PICW or cal1 if we need to pick them up . Thanks!
Peaksfest is around the comer- We will be having lots of fun activities at the workshop, keep your eyes open fo r
event schedules.

COMMUNITY LECTURE SERIES
"The scientific way to com_fl1un_i,c~t~; with your p~trby Jenny Yasr
The sixth installment in the Community Lecture Series 2005 will be on Thursday, June 9th at 7 p.m. at the
Community Center. It will be led by Peaks Island Jenny Yasi, Developed by marine mammal trainers,
operant conditioning 'has revolutionized the field of animal training. Popularized among dog trainers as
"clicker" training,· operant conditioning and other discoveries from the science of animal behavior are
helping many people to understand their pets, train them faster and more effectively and turn the pet dog
into a more useful member of the family. Jenny Ruth Yasi has been owned by 8 dogs, and trained four of
them using operant conditioning . She studied' Behavior Science at Vermont College of Norwich University,
and has written on animal drives and motivation, heritable behaviors, and animal consciousness. She has
trained with various animal trainers over the years, and is currently studying with Leslie Whitney at Tails
Up! in Falmouth. Yasi will have her Barbet puppy, Tigerlily, in the room to do a demonstration.
Upcoming Lectures:
July 14
Lynne Richard will be sp~aking about invasive plants on Peaks Island
August 11
Paul Hunt will be speaking about source water protection
September 8 Val Hart will be speaking about Cambodia (tentative)
All lectures are held at the Community Center and begin at 7 p.m. unless otherwise noted. There are still
two openings for lectures during the y~ar, so if you have thought about giving a lecture or know someone
else who Is thinking about it, it's not too late to sig_o upt Call or email Michele Tranes at 766~3014 or
mtranes@islandinstitute.org
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JUNE ACTIVITIES on PEAKS ISLAND
Sponsored by Portland Parks and Recreation
To reserve the Community Room, you must contact Denise (766-2970) at least two days in advance. Written requests must be
filled out before the room can be scheduled. Please plan ahead as Denise works just pan-time (Mondays, Thursdays, and
Fridays). Please note: Denise will be in the office on Monday, June 13 and then not in again until Monday, June 27. All
arrangements to use the facility during that time M1§I be made by Monday, June 13. Thank you!

** ISLAND HAPPENINGS - OPEN TO ALL **
Please check Denise's bulletin board for ideas on future programming. Indicate which activities you may be interested in for
July and August. There is space on the sheet to make your own suggestions. If you have a skill to share with others, or are
interested in hosting an afternoon tea (or perhaps a morning coffee), please let Denise know at 766-2970.

FREE LOW IMPACT EXERCISE PROGRAM- OPEN TO ALL ADULTS!
Monday and Thursday mornings
9:30 - 10:30 am in the Community Room
This on-going program includes stretching, weights (provided), low impact aerobics and relaxation exercises. Emphasis is on
doing what is comfortable for you. Space is limited; please call Denise at 766-2970 for availability.

PEAKS ISLAND CHESS CLUB - OPEN TO ALL ADULTS (children too if accompanied by an adult)
Monday evenings
7:00 - 9:00 pm in the Community Room
Some instruction is available if needed. For more infonnation, please leave a message for Denise at 766-2970.

ANNUAL GET-TOGETHER WITH THE "IN-TOWN" SENIORS
Renew friendships made in the past with the Portland seniors. Peaks Cafe and the Fifth Maine make this day extra special!
Pre-registration required through Denise only. For last-minute registration, please leave a message for Denise. (2970)
Thursday, June 2
Lunch at noon
Meet at Fifth Maine (call 2970 for transportation)

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED TO HELP PLAN & PROMOTE THE ANNUAL
"JUMP and PUMP FOR YOUR GOOD HEALTH''!
Two planning meetings: Thursday, June 9 at 11:15 am with the American Red Cross (Blood Drive)
Monday, June 13 at 2:45 pm with the American Heart Association (Jump-a-than)
"JUMP AND PUMP FOR YOUR GOOD HEALTH" IS SCHED~ED FOR THURSDAY, JULY 7 at
GREENWOOD GARDENS. CHECK BULLETIN BOARDS FOR TIME. FMI, PLEASE CALL Denise at 766-2970

** OFF-ISLAND TRIPS: OPEN TO ALL ADULTS**
Denise will be on vacation from June 16 to June 24. Please check the "in-town" senior calendar, located on the bulletin board
outside the Community Room, for activities sponsored by Portland Parks and Recreation. Space may be limited, but waiting
lists are maintained. Activities include a theater trip, the Greek Festival in Portland and a garden tour. Register directly with
Parks and Recreation at 134 Congress St. For more infonnation, please call Nonna or Ray at 874-8870.

ANNUAL VISIT TO GARY'S JAPANESE-STYLE GARDEN
Friday, June 3

11:15am boat/ 4:30 pm return

Lunch too - Denise's choice

***************STAR Notes********************
Thank you to Anonymous I and Anonymous II for donations to cover printing costs for the
STAR. In July and August the first page of the STAR is a calendar listing of events. Please turn
in events for that calendar, with date, time, place and cost of the event on a separate piece of
paper from your articles. DEADLINE for July STAR is Saturday, June 25, by 6 PM.

